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HIsTORY OF PRIESTCRAFT. 


BY WILLIAM HOWITT, 


“ 


NO. Oo. 
POPERY. 
Establishment of Monkery—Numbers and Enormaities of the Mo: 
Spres and Champions of Popery—Their Quarrels—Strange Hisio: 


ol 
Jeizer—Frauds practised in England—Maid of Kent—Pilgrirnag 
(-race- ore: ry of the Decretals—Modes of « nslaving the P py ler Mond 
—Relics, Pilgrimages, Crusades, Fest vals, =, Confessions, Purvat jure 
dons, Mass, Excommunications, Inquisiton—Treatment of !oarncd 
Men. 


CHastTity SPEAKS. 


I blame the Emperour Constantine, 
That L am put to sic ruine, 
And baniest from the kirk ; 
lor since he maid the Paip an king, 
In Ri yme, I could get ne I< ng ing 
Sut headlong in the dark. 
rit | lacie Sensualitie, 
Siace then, has guidit this cuntrie, 
And mome of the rest: 
And now scho reulis all this land 
And has deereed, at her « ommand, 
That I should be supprest. 
Sir Daviv Lynpsay’s Satya or THE Turee Esrarres 


The establishment of monkery was another means of bui)!- 


ing up a perfect despotism by the papists. These orders o:i- 


sinated in the third century, and, multiplying through su ~ 
ve ages, became not only various in name, but countless nye 
nur aes ; spreading in swarms throughout every partof Chrisi- 
ndom; propagating superstition, lewdness, and ignorance ; 
alee a3 spies and supporters of the papal dominion ; : fixing 
themselves in every fertile and pleasant spot ; awing, or wheed- 
ling the rich and foolish out of their lands and possessions ; 
aud at length bursting out into the most bitter quarrels ainong 
themselves, became like so many rabid dogs before the public 
eye; and hastened in no small degree the downfall of the 
church which had set them up for its own support. They 
well as the secular clergy, were forbidden to marry; and hence 
lowed a torrent of corruption throughout the world. ‘In the 
third century they formed, says Mosheim, connexions with 
those women who had made vows of chastity ; and it was an 
ordinary thing for an ecclesiastic to admit one of these fair 
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saints to his bed, but still under the most solemn declarations 
that nothing passed contrary to the rules of chastity and virtue! 
These holy concubines were called Mulieres Subintroducte, 


Yet more,—round many a convent’s blazing fire 

Unhallowed threads of revelry are spun; 

There Venus sits disguised like a Nun,— 

While Bacchus clothed in semblance of a Frar, 

Pours out his choicest beverage, high and higher 

Sparkling, until it cannot choose but mn | 

Over the bowl, whose silver lip hath won 

An instant kiss of masterful desire— 

To stay the precious waste; through every brain 

The domination of the sprightly juice 

Spreads high conceits, to madding Fancy dear, 

Till the arched roof with resolute abuse 

Of its grave echoes, sweils a choral strain. 

Whose votive burden is—“ Our Kincpom’s HERE!” 
Wordsworth. 


These fellows too, especially the mendicants, wandering 
over Europe, were the most active venders of relies, and pro- 
pagators of every superstitious notion and rite. Their licenti- 
ousness, so early as the fifth century, was become proverbial! ; 
and they are said to have excited thus early, in various places 
the most dreadful tumults and seditions. In the next century 
they multiplied so prodigiously in the East, that whole armics 
might have been raised of them without any sensible diminu- 
tion of their numbers. In the western provinces also they were 
held in the highest veneration, and both monks and nuns 
swarmed. In Great Britain, an abbot, Cougal, persuaded an 
innumerable number of persons to abandon the affairs, duties, 
and obligations of life, and to shut themselves up in idleness, 
or to wander about in holy mischief. In the seventh century, 
the contagion spread still more enormously. Heads of families 
Striving to surpass each other’s zeal for the advancement of 
monkery, shut up their children in convents, and devoted them 
to a solitary life as the highest felicity. Abandoned profligates, 
terrified by their guilty consciences, were comforted with the 
delusive hopes of pardon, by leaving their fortune to monastic 
societies. Multitudes deprived their children of their rich lands 
and patrimonies, to confer them on the monks, whose prayers 
were to render the Deily propitious. In the following cen- 
tury the mania had reached such a height, that emperors and 
kings conterred whole provinces, cities, and titles of honor on 
these creatures. In the succeeding ages, so much did their li- 
centiousness and ignorance increase, that in the tenth centur 
few of the monks knew the rules of their own orders whic 
they had sworn to obey, but lived in the most luxurious and 
prodigal magnificence with their concubines. The fourteenth 
century was distracted with the contentions of the various oI- 
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ders of the monks, who had grown so full of wealth, luxury, 
pride, and all evil passions, that they not only turned their 
wrath against each other, but against the popes themselves.— 
Their bitter and presumptuous bickerings filled this century 
with the most strange and hateful scenes 

We must pass over the monukish history, and content our- 
selves with a few remarks of Mosheim, on their state in the 


sixteenth century, at the time when their crimes and exces- ! 
ses were bringing on them the Reformation. The prodigi- 
! ous swarms of m ks, says this historian, that overran Europe 1 
were justly considered as burdens to society ; ; and, neverthe- - 
less, such was the genius of the age, an age that was just i 


emerging from the thickest gloom of ignorance, and was sus- 
pended, as it were, ina dubious situation between darkness and 
light, that these monastic drones would have remained undis- 
turbed, had they taken the least pains to preserve any remains . 
even of the external air of deceacy and religion, which distin- 
cuished them in former times ” But the Benedictine, and other 
monkish fraternities, who were invested with the privilege of 
possessing certain lands and revenues, broke through all re- 
straint, and made the worst possible use , of their opulence ; and 
forgetful of the gravity of their character, and of the laws of 
their order, rushed headlong into the shameless practice of 
vice, in all its various kinds and degrees. On the other hand, || 
the mendicant orders, and espec ially the Dominicans and Fran- ! 
ciscans lost their credit in a different way ; for their rustic im- 
pudence, their ridiculous superstitions, their i ignorance, cruelty, 
and brutish manners tended to alienate from them the minds 
of the people. ‘They had the most barbarous aversion to the 
arts and sciences, and expressed a like abhorrence of certaing * | 
‘learned nen who, being eagerly desirous of enlightening the) | 
age. attacked their barbarism in both their discourse and. their 
writings; this was the case with Reuchlerius, Erasmus, and 
others. 
The Dominicans possessed the greatest power and credit of 
all monks ; they presided in church and state; were confes- | 
sors to the great and judges of the horrible Inquisition—cireum- 
stances which put most of the Murope an prince es under their 
control; but, not content with these means of influence, they 
resorted to the most infamous frauds, to enslave the ignorance 
of the age. One of the most singular instances of ‘this sort | 
is that recorded by Reuchat, in his Histoire de la Reformation 
en Suisse ; by Hottinger, and by dishop Burnet, in his travels 
on the Continent. So remarkable is it, that I must give it as 
compe ndiously as I can. 

‘The stratagem was in consequence of a rivalry between 
the Dominicans and Franciscans, and more especiall of theic 
controversy concerning the immaculate conception of the Vir- 
gin Mary. The latter maintained that she was born without 
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the biemi-h of original sin; the former asserted the contra 
rrr 
i he 


doctrine of the Franciseans, in an age of superstitio, 
couid not but be popular; and hence the Dominicans los 
ground daily. To obviate this they resolved, at a chapter he! 
at Vimpsen in 1504, to have recourse to fictitious visions, 
wuich the people at that time had an easy faith: and they d 
termined to make Bern the scene of their operations. <A la 
ther of the name of Jetzer, an extremely simple fellow, w: 
ed on as the instrument of these delusions. One of the {ou 
Dominicans who had undertaken the management of this p’ 
conveyed himself secretly into Jetzer’s cell, and about nid 
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night appeared to him in a horrid figure, surrounded wit! 
howling dogs, and seeming to blow fire from his nostrils }) 
means of a box of combustibles which he held near his mout) 
H 


‘approached Jetzer’s bed, and told him he was the ghost 
# Dominican who had been killed at Paris as a judgrnent 
Heaven for laying aside his monastic habit; that he was ¢ 
.emaned to purgatory for this crime, and could only be rescu 
trom his horrible torments by his means. The story accom- 
panied with horrid cries and howlings, frightened poor Jetz 

itof what little wits he had, and engaged him to do all in lu: 
power to rescue the Dominican from his torment. The impo: 
tor then told him that nothing but the discipline of the whi 
applied for eight days by the whole monastery, and Jetzer’s 
lying prostrate on the chapel floor in the form of a cross during 
mass could effect this. He added these mortifications would 
secure Jetzer the peculiar favor of the Blessed Virgin ; and 
told him they would appear to him again with two ot 
Spirits 

* Morning was no sooner come than Jetzer related these par 
tivulars to the whole convent: who enjoined him to underg 
a!l that he was commanded, and promised to bear their part.— 
The deluded simpleton obeyed, and was admired as a saint by 
the multitude who crowded about the convent; while the fou: 
friars who managed the imposture, magnified in the most pom 
pous manner, the miracle of this apparition in their sermons 
and conversations. Night after night the apparition was re- 
vewed, with the addition of two other impostors, dressed like 
devils; and Jetzer’s faith was augmented, by hearing from the 
spectre all the secret of his own life and thoughts, which th: 
impostors had got from his confessor. In this and subsequent 
scenes, Whose enormities we must pass over, the impostor talk- 
ed much to Jetzer of the Dominican order; which, he said was 
peculiarly dear to the Blessed Virgin; that the Blessed Virgin 
knew herself to be born in original sin; that the doctors wii 
taught the contrary were in purgatory; that she abhorred th: 
Franciseans for making her equal to her son; and that thy 


town of Bern would be destroyed for harboring such plagues 
within it, 
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“In one of these apparitions, Jetzer, silly as he was, discov- 
ered the similarity of the spectre’s voice to the prior—who it 
actually was—yet he did not suspect the fraud. The pr‘or ap- 
peared in various disguises: sometimes as St. Barbaro, some- 
times as St. Bernard, and at length as the Virgin herself, 
clothed in the habit which adorned her statue at festivals.— 
The little images that on these days are set on the altar were 
used for angels, which being tied to a cord which passed 
through a pulley over Jetzer’s head rose up and down, and 
danced about the pretended virgin to increase the delusion.— 
The virgin addressed a long discourse to Jetzer; gave him a 
marvellous wafer,—a host, which turned, in a moment, from 
white to red; and afte: various visits, in which the greatest 
enormities were acted, the virgin prior told Jetzer she would 
give hiin the most undoubted proof of her son’s love, by im- 
printing on him the five wounds that pierced Jesus on the cross 
as she had done before to St. Lucia and St. Catherine. Ac- 
cordingly she took his hand, and thrust a large nail through it, 
which threw the poor dupe into the greatest torment. The 
next night, this masculine virgin brought, as she pretended, 
some of the linen in which Christ had been buried, to soften 
the wound ; and gave Jetzer a soporific draught, composed of 
the blood of an unbaptized ehild, some incense, consecrated 
salt, quicksilver, the hairs of a child’s eyebrows, with some poi- 
sonous and stupifying ingredients, mingled by the prior with 
some magic ceremonies, and a solemn dedication of himself to 
the devil, in hope of his aid. This draught threw the poor 
wretch into a lethargy, during which the other four wounds 
were imprinted on his body. When he awoke and discovered 
them, he fell into unspeakable joy, and believed himself a re- 
presentation of Christ in the various parts of his passion. He 
was, in this state, exposed to the admiring multitude on the 
principal altar of the convent, to the great mortification of the 
Franciscans. The Dominicans gave him some other draughts 
and threw him into convulsions, which were followed by a 
voice conveyed through a pipe into the mouths of two images, 
one of Mary, the other of the child Jesus ; the former of which 
had tears painted upon its cheeks in a lively manner. The lit- 
tle Jesus asked his mother why she wept; she answered, for 
the impious manner in which the Franciscans attributed to her 
the honor that was due to him. 

“ The apparitions, false = and abominable stratagems 
were [repeated every night; and were, at length, so grossly 
overacted, that even the simple Jetzer saw through them, and 
almost killed the priest. Lest this discovery should spoil all, 
they thought it best to own the whole to Jetzer, and prevail on 
him to join in the imposture ; engaging him, by the most sedu- 
¢ing promises of opulence and glory, to carry on the delusion. 


Jetzer — to be persuaded, but lest heshould not be faith- 
me 
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ful and secret, they attempted to poison him: and it was alone 
owing to the vigor of his constitution that they did not succeed. 
Once they gave him a rich spiced loaf, which crowing green 
in a day or two, he threw a piece to a wolf’s whelps, ‘kept in 
the monastery, and it killed them immediately. Again they 
poisoned the host, or consecrated wafir; but he vomited it up. 
In short, the most detestable means to destroy him and his wre. 
dence were employed ; but he succeeded in getting out of the 
convent, and throwing himself into the hands of the magistrates. 
The whole thus came to be sifted eut; commissioners were 
sent from Rome to examine the affair; and the four friars 
were solemnly degraded, and burnt alive on the last day of 
May, 1509. Jetzer died soon after. Had he been destroyed 
before this exposure, this execrable plot would have been hand- 
ed down to posterity as a stupendous miracle.” 

Rome could hasten to punish such vile frauds when they 
were made public, but she was not the less ready to practis 
them herself in the most daring manner, as I shall proceed to 
show; but before leaving this strange case of Jetzer, it may be 
remarked, that audacious and even incredible as it may appear 
to many, it rests upon too goed authority to be doubted. Hun- 
dreds, indeed of similar instances might be brought, for the 
whole history of the Romish church is that of fraud and delu- 
sion: but we need not go out of our own country for similar 
transactions. Who does not call to mind the aflair of the Maid 
of Kent, enacted in the reign of Henry the Eighth, at the very 
moment he was aiming a death-blow at popery, and in the face 
of a people whose eyes were opening to the acts and impos- 
tures of the papal sorceress? The case may be seen at large 
in Hume. The substance of it is this: some monks, and one 
Masters, the vicar of Aldington, in Kent, got hold of a girl of 
the name of Elizabeth Barton, one who was subject to con- 
vulsive fits, and induced her to enter into a system of deception 
on the public mind. They gave out that she was inspired, and 
in these fits delivered the words of the Virgin Mary. Having 
once imposed, not merely on the common people, but engaged 
the Archbishop of Canterbury and other dignitaries of the 
chnrch in the affair, they proceeded to promulgate heavenly 
messages against the reforming principles, and even threatened 
destruction to the king if he proceeded in them. The friars 
throughout the country, countenanced the delusion, and propa- 
gated it with all their zeal and might. But they had a man to 
deal with very inauspicious for their purpose. He arrested the 
holy maid and ber accomplices, brought them before the Star 
Chamber, and soon terrified them into a full confession of their 
imposture. A most scandalous scene was laid open. Her prin- 
cipal accomplices, Masters the vicar, and Dr. Bocking, a canon 
of Canterbury, were found to have a private entrance to her 
chamber, and to have led a most licentious life with her, The 
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sir and six of her coadjutors were executed ; and the Bisho; 
of Rochester and others were condemned for misprison of trea- 
-on, because they had not revealed her criminal speeches, and 
were thrown into prison. This was in England in the sixts enth 

‘entury, and is a good spec imen of the spirit of monke ‘ry: but 
anothe r of a more menacing kind was soon given. Their “ Dj- 
ana of the Ephesians” was in danger: the king threatened 
not only to destroy popery, but to root out the monasteries : and 
it was not in the nature of priests and monks to resign their ll - 

rotten booty without a struggle. They set up the standard of 
rebellion. A monk, the Prior of Barlings in Lincolnshire, was 
it the head of it. He marched with 20,000 men at his heels. 
till he fell into the king’s hands. But another army from the 
north was not so easily scattered. This, which consisted of 
10, 000 men, called its e nte ‘rprize the Pilgrimage oy: Grrace.— 

Some priests marched be fore in the habits of their order, carry - 
ing crosses in their hands; in their banners was wove a cruci- 
fix, with the representation of a chalice, and the five wounds 
{ Christ. They wore on their sleeve an emblem of the five 
wounds. with the name of Jesus wrought in the middle: and 
“ took an oat th that the *V had no motive but lore to God. care 

if the king’ s pe rson and issue > and a de sire to pur ify the 710- 
bility, drive base-born persons from about the king, and restore 
the church, and suppress heresy. With those pretensions the y 
marched trom place to place : took Hull, Y ork, and other towns; 
excited great disturbance aed elamor, and were not disperse d 
but with great diffi ulty. This was atrial of force where fraud 
could not succee ned of itself, according to the established papal 
policy ; but FRAUD Was alone one of its most successful means 
ol acquiring pow er.—and in order toe ontempiate this instru- 
ment more clearly we must go back again to an earlier age, 

To advance the ir power the popes di 1 not shrink from the 
most audacious FORGERY. Such was that of the notorious pr- 
CRETALS OF IstporE ; documents purporting to be written by the 

early pontiffs, and ‘containing grants of the Holy See from 
Constantine; of the supremacy of the pope, and other privile- 
ges; all prov ed by tae clearest evidence to be most barefaced 
inventions, 

Fraups were multiplied abundantly to besot and blind the 
popular spirit. Monks, bishops, warriors, and men of the worst 
characters, nay, of neither character nor real existenc e, as St. 
George and his dragon, were canonized, made into Saints, and 
their live es Written in a manner most calculated to beguile the 
ignorance of the times. Shrines were set up, and churches 
dedicated to them, where people might pray for their aid.— 
Dreams and miracles were pretended to throw light on the 
places of their burial; solemn processions were set on foot to. 
discover and take them up; and the most miraculous powers 
attributed to them. Bones were buried, and afterward pretend. 





116 


ed to be found, and declared by heaven to belong to saints ang 
martyrs ; and bits of bone, hairs, fragments of filthy rags, and 
other vile things, chips of tke true cross, &c., were sold at 
enormous prices, as capable of working cures and effecting 
blessings of all kinds. The milk of the Virgin, and the blood 
ot St. Januarius, which liquefied on the day of his festival, were 
particularly famous in Italy. In England, at the dissolution of 
the monasteries, Many very curious ones were found. The 
parings of St. Edmond’s toes ; some of the coals that roasted 
St. Lawrence; the girdle of the Virgin shown in eleven seve- 
ral places; the belt of St. Thomas of Lancaster, an infallible 
cure for the headache; part of St. Thomas of Canterbury’s 
shirt: but chief of all the blood of Christ brought from Jerusa- 
lem, and shown for many ages at Hales in Gloucestershire.— 
this sacred blood was not visible to any one in mortal sin ; but 
in doing sufficient good work, 7. e. paying money enough, it 
revealed itself. It was preserved in a vial, one side of which 
was transparent, the other opaque. Into this the monks every 
week put a fresh supply of the blood of a duck; and, on any 
pilgrim arriving, the dark side was shown him, which {threw 
him into such consternation for his sinful state, that he gene- 
rally purchased masses and made offerings, till his money or 
fortune began to fail; when the charitable monks turned the 
clear side toward him—he beheld the blood, and went away 
happy in his regenerate condition. 

Rumours were spread of prodigies to be seen in certain pla- 
ces: robbers were converted into martyrs ; tombs falsely given 
out to be those of saints ; andmany monks travelled from place 
to place, not only selling, with matchless impudence, their fic- 
titious relics, but deluding the eyes of the people with ludicrous 
combats with spirits and genii. Ambrose, in his disputes with 
the Arians, produced men possessed with devils, who upon the 
approach of the relics of Gervasius aid Protatius, were obliged 
- to cry out that the doctrine of the Council of Nice on the Trin- 
ity was true, and that of the Arians false. One of the precious 
maxims of the fourteenth century was, “ that it was an act of 
virtue to deceive and lie when it could promote the interest of 
the church,”—a maxim never afterward forgotten. Price¢rim- 
aGes to distant holy places were hit upon as a strong means to 
employ the minds and enslave the affections of numbers: 
houses, as that of the Virgin at Loretto, were even said to de- 
scend fiom heaven to receive the sacred enthusiasm of men ; 
and Crusapes, those preposterous and tremendous wars, whose 
details are filled with the most exquisite miseries, and most ab- 
horrent crimes and licentiousness, were promoted as potent 
means of employing the power and exhausting the treasures 
of kings. In those crasades, millions of miserable wretches, 
men, women, and children,—the low, the ignorant, the idle, the 
dissolute,—after wandering from kingdom to kingdom, the won- 
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their treatment of Bacon, Petre d’Abano, Arnold of Villa Nuova, 

and Galileo; to say nothing of the Reformers whom they rv- 
wded as their natural enemies, and destroyed without mercy . 
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Mankind owes to the Roman church an everlasting reward 5: 
indignation for its attempts to crush into imbecility the hua 
mind, and to insult it in its weakness with the most pitiful bay 
bles and puerilities. 

And for what end were all these outrages on humanity — 
these mockeries of eve ry thing great—these bl isphe mies ; 
every thing holy, peage ‘trated 2 That they might wallow un 
disturbe d, in the de ep yest mire of vice and sensuality, and heap 
upon ti 1ose they had deluded and stripped of property, of libe; 
ty, and of mind, insult and derision. Let every man who | 
sitates to set his hand to the destruction of state religion aN 
on this picture of all enormities that can disgrace our natur 
and reflect that such is the inevitable tendency of all 
eraft. Is it said we see nothing so bad now? And why ? B: 
cause man has got the upper hand of his tyraat, and keeps him 
in awe,—not because the nature of priesteratt is altered; 
yet let us turn but our eyes to Catholte countries, opal 1, Por. 


tual, Italy, and the scene ts lamentable; and even in: 
4 


uuntry, where free institutions check presun ption, ‘ll 
pre Hhegeahe a xssaen 4 monsters from the li ehtot day, we! 


things which make our hearts throb with indignation. 


STRICTURES ON 
CAMPBELLISMs; 
Reprinted from the Appendix to W. Jones’s Sermons 
Continue d from page Of. 
If the reader will “gen the trouble to look into my “ Mill: 
ial Harbinger,” vol. i. page 136, he will find a letter from me 
Mr. Phangan l, w hie ch he is a grain ar | earing on this subje t 


V anpeared in the wc hristian Baptist, = a the ofhe 
work of the Holy Spirit in the saivation of men,” which pap 

1 | erused w ith considerable satisfaction, but which, ne\ 
led ss, I thought left the mam pou it untouched, as in non 
them did the writer insist‘upon the absolute necessity of th 
Holy Spirit's a gency to wee the Gospel its saving efiect. Th 
letter also mentioned two ages essays on the same subject 
signed Pautinus, who, as Mr. Campbell subs equendy F inform 
ed me, was a Mr. Andrew Broaddus, a very respectable Bay 





tist Minister in his neighborhood, who had read Mr. € aap 
vcll’s nine essays with similar impre ssions as myself, that 1s, 


withequal di: tgs ‘ntment, and which two essays were intend. 
ed to supply Mr. Campbell’s defic! iencies. These two valua- 


ble essays will he found in my “ Millennial Harbinger. * vol. 1. 


p. 130, and 169. «Now. | bese ech the reader to remark the re 
eorded judgment of Mr. Campbell on these two essays. 
quote his own words :— 


{ 
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“ The readers of the Christian Baptist, are, and no doubt 
will feel themselves, indebted to Paulinus for the very forcible 
and elegant Essays he has furnished on this subject. He has, 
unquestionably, thought very closely, examined the Scriptures 
very fully, and has arranged and exhibited the testimomes in 
so methodical and forcible a manner, as to give the greatest 
and best possible effect to his sentiments on this theme. Few 
of the intelligent readets of this work will dissent from his 
conclusion of the whole matter, viz. ‘The substance of the 
leading sentiment contained in these two Essays, is that we 
are dependent on the influence of the Holy Spirit to render the 
word effectual to our conversion and final salvation’ ” “Let 
no man say that in explicitly opposing [the common notion of 
physical operations, | we argue that men are converted without 
the Holy Spirit. By no means. The Spirit of God works 
upon the human mind, as well as dwells in it. It dwells in 
the record which God has given of h’s Son, as the Spirit 
dwells in the body of a man; clothed with this record, it en- 
lightens, convinces, and converts men. They are enabled to 
believe by the Holy Spirit, and without his aid, no man ever 
could have believed in Jesus, as God’s own Son.” 

Now, I beseech the reader once more to'ponder well the 
amount of concession comprised in this extract, and I ask him, 
is it less or more than this ? “My nine Essays were defective 
—Paulinus has done well in supplying that deficiency in his 

wo very forcible and elegant Essays. We are dependent on 
the influence of the Holy Spirit to render the word effectual to 

‘our conversion and final salvation—the Spirit of God works 
upon the human mind, as well as dwells in it—men are ena- 
bled to believe ny the Holy Spirit, and without his aid noman 
ever could have believed in Jesus, as God’s own Son.” 

Such was Mr. Campbell’s decided judgment, when he pub- 
ished the fifth volume of the Christian Baptist, A. D. 1827.— 
We shall now enquire—what are his present opinions on the 
same subject. In the year 1835, he gave to the world a volume 
of 400 pages, entitled “Christianity Restored,” professedly 
‘comprising the marrow of all his writings on Theological sub- 
jects ; it is his chef @euvre, according to his own account of 
the matter ; its object being, as he tells us in the title-page, 
“to REsTORE the Original Gospel and Order of things.” Well, 
on p. 280, we have a pretty long note, in which he favors us 
with an extract from a contemporary Journal, and it is thus in- 
troduced to our notice :— 

“ August 1st.—I have just now opened the Cincinnati Bap- 
tist Journal of 26th July, from which I read an approved defi- 
nition of regeneration. It is orthodox, spiritual, Geuisit, my s- 
tical, and metaphysical Regeneration. It is quoted from the 


“Sranparp.” Regeneration, in the Evangelical Standard, 
is thus defined :— 
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Is the sinner active in regeneration ? Certainly he is. Tfis 
mind is a thinking, rational principle, which never ceases 
ict; and, therefore, when the word passive is applied to tt, 
Old Divines, or by Calvinists, they do not mean that it is ///. 
; rally dead, like inert matter, which requires a physical impu! 

o put itin motion. ‘They only mean to convey the sc ript 

idea, that the Hi ly Spirit is the so/e agent in regeneration 

that the sinner has no mo-e effic tent agency im ace omplis! ng 
it, than pumeed had in becoming alive from the de ad. Sti | 
they grant that kis mind is most active, but unhappily ao 
tivity is all against the Divine influence: as the Seriptur 
Assure us, unreven rated persons ° do awit resist’ the eri 
inzs of the Spirit. ‘ Every imagination of the thoughts ot 
man’s heart, is ov! ly evil continu: ally. ‘There 1s none that 
doeth foo 1, no, not one. The si ine r. there fore, instead of vo- 
luntarily co op ‘rating with the Holy Spirit, does all he can t 
resist his divine influence, and pre vent his own regenerats 
until he is made willing by almighty power.” 


Such is the text :—now for Mr. Campbell's COMING] 


e What a cornfortable thing is this theory of regeneratt n 
The sinner is to be regenerated when actively striving against 
the Divine influence. At the moment of regeneration, “he has,” 
In one sense, “‘no more eificient agenc y in accomplishing | 
than Lazarus had in becoming alive from the dead ;” and ju 
another sense, he is yakenassive, but, “ does all he can to resist 
the divine influ ‘ina and prevent his own regeneration, unti! 
he is made willing by = a chty power.” This is standard 
divinity ; and he th: preaches this divinity, is a pious, regen 
rated, Regular Orthodox Baptis t Christian Minister! Ot how 
much value, on this theory, is all the preaching in Christen- 
dom? The Holy Spirit may be ete at work upon some 
drunken sot, or some vile debauchee, who is as dead as Laza- 
rus on one side, and on the other, resisting the Spirit, with all 
his moral and physical energy, up to the moment that the al- 
mighty arm pierces him to the heart with a sw ord, and makes 
him alive by ki'ling him!!! 

“The absurdity and licentiousness of such a view of the 
great work of renovation, we had thought so glaring, that no 
editor in the West would have had boldness to have published 


‘it. This is a proof of the necessity of our present essay, and 


will explain to the intelligent reader, why we have given to 
the whole ptocess of renovation, the name of regeneration, 
which properly belongs to the last act,” p. 280. 


Who, now, that reads this, can help being shocked at the 
profaneness which it evinces? But such is the manner in 
which the operations of the Holy Spirit are caricatured, in a 
book which is “to restore the Original Gospel | and order of 
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things!” Let us only expunge the terms, “drunken sot,” 
aud “vile debauchee,” and substitute in their stead—“ the 
Phillippian jailor,” ready to commit suicite,—or the name of 
Saul of Tatsus, breathing out threa tenings and slaughter 
against the saints. when on his way to Damase us,—or the 
murderers of the Lord of life and glor y, on the day of Pente- 
eost,—and I would beg leave to ask Mr. C ampbell, w here is, 
‘the absurdity,” or the “licentiousness,” of such a view of the 
creat work of renovation to be found, as then took place in al! 
the instances referred to? ‘The cases to which I have advert- 
ed, are real ones, noi fictitious, like tho se supposed by M; 
Cai npbell ; they ac toally took place, and they re imnain upon re- 
cord. to illustrate that very docirine, which Mr. Campbell 
recates aud abhors—namely, the sovereignty of “avin 


wert c 

preceding the . will of man. 
The difference between the actua! state of the persons sup- 
peone by Mr. C. and those which | hay ¢ proposed to substitute 


1e of a reagy & Oo boomy exion only, and not of moral turpitud: 
he airoc ity, nught I ‘know, may be greater in the case of 
e persons és whom I have referre i, than in the other ; yet we 
see that they were “pierced to the heart by the sword of the 
Holy Spirit, and were made alive by killing them!!!" We 
cannot reasonably doubt that multitudes of unconverted Jews, 
who were spectators of what took place at Jerusalem, on it 
day of Pentecost, when three thousand of their country im 
vere pricked to the heart, and cried out, in than guis!. of their 
souls, — Men and brethren, What shall we wn —regardee the 

vhole as a religious Jus sgle—-a trick—a sles e of fanaticism— 
nd laughed at the “absurdity,” and erento yisness” of the 
hing j—pray, is Mr. Campbell prepared to concur with thern ‘ 
r are those in lis country, wh ) NAV recently ado} led Am 
reed? Wor myself, when I seriously review these things, | 
mnot x asking the question—* wHaT NEXT?” 


re 
i 


my i , “ae 4 . yan! 7 try 

ihe reader has now a sanvpee of Mr. © aimpbe IPs consisten- 
pet anwthine hw 7. “¢ } > 
v; bat to do anything like common justice io the su lect, 
rat a a aes Petals me ee , .e ‘ Dy ona me ~ en 
wOulG Tequire a pamphiet of no ordinary size. ANY one wih 


0 
“thirsts for more.” has only to look into Mr. ©’s writings and 


npare the “ Christian Baptist’ with the “ Millennial Har- 
ager” and his “bri stianity Restored,” and he may drink 
“full draughts.” I have already produced, in the pages of my 
“Millennial Harbinger,” letters {rom various correspondents, 
dressed to him in his editorial es charging him with 
denying the oper ati on or agency 1 the Holy Spirit, in the Ww 
regeneration, a!l which he flatly and pere ria deniese— 
See, London Millennial Harbinger, vol. p. 11, 353, &e. 
“Did you ever read anything I have w atten? ’ asks Mr . Camp- 
bell, denying the operation of the Holy Spirit, in the conversion 
fsinners? No; vou did not. Neither have I written any- 
Wing to that effect.” In this way, he would, all along, Lave 
L 





his readers to think, that he is a sound believer in the dcctrine 
of divine influence. But what does it all amountto? Accord 
ing to his theory, the written word is (ie spirit, and “besides 
what is written in the book, (or Bible) there can be no ney 
light communicated to the mind; for all the converting power 
of the Holy Spirit is pee gs Wn the divine word.” See ih; 
Millennial Harbinger, vol. ii. p. 396. And so delighted is h 
with this same Aphorism, that we have it repeated in his latest 
production, viz. his “ Christianity Restored,” p. 361. His 
meaning in all this was well enough und rstood by some of his 
readers ; and according!y, a correspondent from England, writes 


to him, under date of the 25th of March. 1836, in the followin 
terms ;— 


* Greatly esteemed Sir! 

I addressed a letier to you about four mo 

), to express the gladness with which [, and the friends connected \ 
me, learned that you and a large company in America, were of the sa: 
mind and judgment with us, in following the faith and obedience of the first 
churches of Christ, without regard to more recent inventions. As rega 
whatis termed, “the work of the Holy Spirit in Regeneration,” or, 
definitely, **' he necessity of Divine influence to give the word of Gc 
proper effect in the conversion of a sinner,” every sect here, however d 
ws in other re spect , holds this to be a “fundamental d loctnin ée. For 
selves, I beg to say we are content to regard the apostles’ WOrd, as 
epeaking of oo Holy Spint through them unto sinners.” And then | 
writer proc throughout the reme'nder of the letter, to explain away 
plain import t and meaning of the epostle’s words, 1 Cor. mw. 6—‘1L ha 
planted, Apol!: wenered but God gave ihe increase.’ And this he dors 
by an ingenious devier, which consists in ¢fiim ing, that it does not seem 
correct to say, “Paul pranvep the seed: the sower indeed sows the seed 
but the planter p ante the plants. Also, that t appears to him, bordenng 
on absurdity, to say, Paul sowed the word, and Apollos watered with ‘b 
same word; it being unusual to water sown 1 Serle’ with barley.”’— but 
enough of this. 

Now, supposing that Mr. Campbell stood firm in the belief of the neces 
sity of divine influence io give efiect to ine Gospel, what might we reas 
ably expect would be his answer to this correspondent, who claims affini\) 
to him on the ground of their being of ihe seme mind and judgment! 
Would he not have said—“ My friend, you have mistaken me on the p 
in question. I contend for the necessity ef civine infiuence to give the wor 
effect. I cannot, therefore, acknowlecve the relationship.” But does 
do anything of the kind? Nay, verily: on the contrary, the letter is u- 
troduced to the readers of his Millennic! Harbinger, with these words: 
“The following extrect from a letter of an esteemed correspondent, upon 
an important subject, will, no doubt, be interesting to the readers of ') 
Harbinger: ? and the ttle given to it is, ‘Divine INFLUENCE In Conver 
sion;” but, surely, its more appropriate tithe would have been, “ Conversion 
avithout Divine Influence !” 

When I commenced the publication of my Millennial Harbinger, 1 wes 
aware that Mr. Campbell was uiae rsteod by some to deny the necessitj 
of divine influence, and I therefore determined ‘if it were possible, to ascer 
tain the truth of this. Accordit ngly, | addressed him on the point, in a le- 
ter which will be found in my Millennial Herbinger, vol. i, p. 174-180, » 
which I endeavored to shew tie in portence of this doctrine, and to disc 


minate betweea divine teaching aud that which is merely human ; and | 
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pow entreat the particular attention of all, who would enter 
jato the merits of this question, to that letter; as their doing 
so, will relieve me from the necessity of enlarging upon the 
subject in this place. i cannot help entertaining a surmise or 
suspicion, that Mr. Campbell declined laying that letter before 
the readers of his Harbinger; and I found it on this fact: that 
thougt I have repeatedly applied, both to himself and others, 
I have never been able to procure a complete copy of his Har- 
binger for 1835, in which my letter ought to have appeared! 
I wish I may be mistaken in my fears on this head. 

Now, as to the subject of “ Baptismal Regeneration,”—to 
which I have already alluded in the foregoing Sermon—it is 
needless to dwell at any length on this. It seems to follow, 
almost by necessary consequence, from a denial of the doctrine 
of human depravity, and the necessity of Divine influence to 
give the Gospel effect, in the conversion of a sinner to God. 
The reader will find, that I have entered pretty largely into an 
examination of these doctrines in several of the Sermons con- 
tained in this volume; particularly, in Sermons Vi. vii. vili. xii. 


xiii. xix. xx. and xxi.; andit is needless to repeat here whatis — 


there said. I will, however, trespass on the reader’s patience 


with one remark, and I beg attention to it. Mr. Camp yell was 
totally silent about Baptismal Regeneration, while publishing 


the volumes of the “ Christian Baptist.” The reader will look. 
in vain for that doctrine in all ijs pares. in several of the vo- 
lumes of his Mutennial Harbinger, also, the thing is kept out 
of sight, though we have now and then occasional hints of it. 
But in the volume entitled, “ Christianity Restored,” the whole 
matter is developed! We are there assured, that “all the 
apostolical Fathers, as they are called; all the pupils of the 
apostles, and all the ecclesiastical writers of note, of the first 
four Christian centuries, whose writings have come down to 
us, allude to, and speak of Christian Immersion, as the “ Re- 
generation,” and “remission of sins,” spoken of in the New 
Testament, p. 223. Here, then, we have a full development 
of that which had hitherto been only glanced at, And now, 
as though apprehensive that this disclosure might occasion 
some alarm, for the moment, Mr. Campbell anticipates the con- 
sequences, and thus skilfully wards of the blow :—but the read- 
er shall have it in his own words: “If any ask, why this mat- 
ter,” namely the perfect identity of “ Immersion” and “ Regen- 
eration,” was not fully developed in our first essays on this 
subjeet: our answer is, because we could not anticipate, that 
our opponents would have so represented, or misrepresented 
our views. Were a general asked, why he did not arrange all 
his troops in the beginning of the action, as he had them ar- 
ranged when he triumphed over his enemy, he would reply, 
that the manmuvres aad assaults of the enemy, directed the 


disposition of his forees,—-“ Christianity Restored,” p, 279, 
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adopted Mr. C’s opinions as the standard hei creed. 


‘ how ndusirtious:y propagating them, to the unsettling 
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of the Gospel: and this 
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THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
To Sir Culling Eardley Smith, the Honorable“ an 
end” Bapiist Noel, and “the Reverend” Jam. 
man. 
Excellent Sirs, . 
In fulfilment of my promise I prc 
to the consideration of the interesting and unportant inquiry 
Telattre te the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. You will, } 
aim sure, agree with me, that the subjectis both interesting an¢ 
important ; and that it is a necessary investigation preliminary 
to the full, fair, and satisfactory examination of “the Sin of 
Schism.” It is interesting, because it is your interest and 
mine, as well as the interest of all Christendom, to know tor 
certain what and where it is; for to it belong all the rights 
privileves, and immunities which God has to bestow on t 
sons of men. It is very important, because there are so mat 
rival institutions in the world, all claiming to be the Church: 
of Christ: we should therefore ascertain the true definition o! 
the genuine institution of God and of Christ, that we may ! 
by an irretrievable mishap, miss those inestimable blessings 
which come to us alone through the spiritual Temple of 1! 
Father and the Son. 

The Church of Christ—I do not find this precise phrase 
the New Testament. It is exact enough, however, to conve) 
your meaning; which, | suppose, judging by your practice, Is, 
that the National Church of England and Ireland is the Church 
of Christ. If we had no New Testament in Christendom, | 
might perhaps admit that that renowned Establishment was 
identical with the Institution set up in Judea by the Apostles 
of Jesus Christ. But, unfortunately for the identity of the two 
establishmerts, that little volume exists as the acknowledge 
standard of all religious truth. I find in reading the book, the’ 
the Church of Jesus is not of this world, and that his servan's 
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do not fight with carnal weapons for the defence or mainte- 
nance, ot propagation of his religion. But when I close this 
inestimable book, and regard the theory and practiee of the 
United Church of England and Ireland, I perceive that they 
give the lie to the word of God, and declare that the Kingdom 
or Church of Christ is of this world, that Christians ought to 
fight with cannon, sword, and musket for the ascendancy of 
their religion, and that the shepherds of the flock ought to com- 
pel by law, or wound, or slay all factious men and brethren, 
who, considering they have a right to dispose of their own as 
they please, refuse to pay tithes of “ wheat, oxen, sheep,” &e, 
to the rich and well-stalied gentleman of your Church in Hol 
Orders. The New Testament teaches me that Jesus is bot 
Lord and Christ, and that he is Head over all things to the 
Church. But when I look at the Religion of England and Ire- 
land, I see the Lord of Lords and King of Kings dethroned by 
a young lady, named Victoria, who sits in the temple as Head 
over all Bishops, Priests, and Deacons; as the translatress of 
Prelates from See to See; as the patroness of 1048 livings ; lL 
see the troops headed by her archdeacons and rectors spilling 
the blood of the poor for the sake of filthy lucre ; I see this Lady 
Patroness of religion the life, soul, and center of English and 
Irish Christianity, surrounded by the lust of the flesh, the lust 
of the eye, and the pride of fashionable life, patronizing theatres 
routes, balls, and every conceivable folly of haut ton—I see all 
these things, and I am told, that she is the visible head over 
all things to the Church of Christ! Excellent Sirs, do you 
think it possible, that with a mind enlightened by the Serip- 
tures of truth, I can admit the position as true, that the Church 
to which you belong, is the Church of Christ? Is it possible 
that a Church with such a visible head can be His! That a 
Church charged as it is to the full with every evil thing, with 
every folly, with almost every vice, that it can be the Body of 
the pure and undefiled one! I conclude that it is not; and, 
though, I admit, that there are many well behaved and decent 
people within its pale, I cannot believe that they can escape 
the contamination of the spiritual malaria which is fast destroy- 
ing the Body they compose. 

I presume that we are agreed as to the signification of the 
word ** Church.” But lest we should differ under this head, I 
would observe that some philologists derive it from Kuriou 
oikos, house of the Lord. Hence the abbreviation Kurik or 
Kirk, as your Scottish neigbors term the same thing. But the 
word in the original, which is frequently rendered Church, ia 
King James’ version, is ecclesia, and signifies an assembly, 
convecation, congregation, &c. Itisa noun, rooted and ground- 
ed in the preposition ek out of, and the verb kaleoo to call, to 
summon, to invite: hence any number of persons, be taey few 


er many, called out of society in general into one place, on any 
L2 | 








business whatever, is an ecclesia, congregation, or 
The kind of call, sun is, Or invitation determines thi 
ft the assembly, chureh, o1 ‘lesia. Thus, if they be . 
tocether for litical, pi lose | hical, com ercial, or re| 
purposes, 'y Vv ea political, philosopt eal, commer 
religious ecclesia, assembly, congregation, or church: | 
word ecclesia. re red ch in English, was used 
Greeks to design: >» any a nb] of tt ‘ Opie, Whel 
gally or illegally 
‘* But if you are 
be determined ¢ 
bly.” Again 
though not thu 
erying one thing, 
gregation was conti 
what the y were co 
these thi og 
or as the Lori 
say of a tu 
dismissed 

As we have said, the nature 
pends on the purpose for which 
Conve ned. A ehure h or eccle ta. 
then, 1s an asse mbly of people called | 
callof the gospel of Christ. They are % 
convened in the name of ‘The Christ. B 
how can it be said, that the Nationa! Chur 
Ireland is an assembly called out of th 
Christ? A national church comprehends the 
men, women, and children, believers and unb 
members of its body ; where then is the wor: 
they are convened? A |carned writer has remarked 
ence to this singular state of things in these words—"‘thos 
practice infant baptism have been requested to consider 
ther the baptisrn of babes have not effected a revolution gr 
in disfavor of the evidences of Christianity by exhibiting wh: 
nations of Christians, who were all forced to profess the reli 
gion of Jesus without their knowledge or consent. Is it, th 
ask, because Christianity will not bear examination, or ha\ 
the children of Christians less right to judge for themselves 
than the first converts had? In the days of the Apostles, 
was argument to tell, multitudes were added both of men an‘ 
women (Acts y. 10;) The word of God increased, and th 
number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem, and a grea 
company of the priests were obedient to the faith (ch. vi. 7;) 
the same day there were added unto them about three thou- 
sand souls, ch. ii. 41.) Thisis no argument now.—Further, 
it is inquired, whether the turning of whole nations into Chns- 


tian Churches, ¢o that there is no world, but all is church, have 
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not de ‘prives d Christianity of t! hat noble argument which the 
pt irity of the doe trine of Christ afforded. The few upright lose 
ie evidence of their shining as lichis in the worldin the vast} 
‘aultitude of wicked characters, among w hom they are obscur- * 
ed, confounded, and lost. Ot _ tnationyl church ean it be @ 
said the people are holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate 
trom sinners 2? What nation, if ‘they observe the direction of 
apostolic al epistles, durst claua a letter directed fo them that 
wre sancli fied in Christ Jesus. called to be saints (1 Cor. & 
2)2—'To such a change say they, it is owing that infidelity) 
a nhounds ; and a Christianity of this kind admits of no de- 
nee,’ 
The National Church of England and Ireland, then, is not 
identical with the Congregation of Chiist in this particularg 
namely, that the churches of Christ ar assemblies called outt 


of the world, whereas all national churches are made up ef the 
world 1m the seve ‘ral countries in which they exist; | infer ther 
rom this consideration, that sup; ng churches ot Christ t@ 
obtain in England, the National Establisament in regard t&@ 
mem, is related as the W i. + Ot he conereration of them 
ford. x 
Again, in determining the true church we must examine tha 
foundation upon which it is built. The Church or “Holt 
Temple of the Lord” the Scriptures teach, is built upon ee 
the Apostles, and the Prophets, These are the foundatiolg 
stones, and Jesus is the fo tion corner stone, or the chil 
of the ¢ orner. He is the Alpha and the Omega of the who ly 
[i it can be proved tal Ji ;is not the Christ, then ts he nd 
the chief or head of the corner. But the declaration of Petal 


s true, and as firm as a rock, that /esus is the Christ, the So@ 


of God, the Living One. ‘To this Jesus replied, “on thé 
Rock f will build my (ekkleesia) church,” over which the gate 
of Hades shall not prevail.’ You will observe then, that thd 
truth is the Rock upon which the Holy Temple of the Lord § 
to be built; and that The Builder ts Jesus himself. Now 
order to learn how Jesus built up his ‘Temple, we must aecong 
pany him and his Aposiles in their subsequent career. 
During his residenee in Judea subsequently to this notab§ 
declaration, he continued to afford abundant evidence both 
his disciples and to others, that he was the Christ, the Seed 
Abraham, whom God had promised before the times of th 
Mosaic Age. He ate the passover with his Apostles, and uf 
on that celebrated occasion, announced his death and the a 
for which he suffered. He took the cup of wine, and said, “*’ 
1s, (or signifies) MY BLOOD, THE BLOOD OF THE New inoreeill 
SHED FOR MANY, FOR THE REMISSION oF sins.” On the day fi 
lowing, he suffered the death he had oiten foretold. He d 
for sin, he was buried and on the third day he rose again i 


the dead.” He was delivered for our offences, and raised ¢ 
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for our justification.” This justification which is of God is ex- 
hibited without requiring an obedience to the law of Moses, 
though attested by the law and the prophets: “even a justifi- 
cation which is of God, through faith in Tae Christ, tor all, 
and upon all, wHce BEL tr ve.” The blood of Jesus, then, was 
shed for the remission of the sins of believers in the justifica- 
tion of God to life eternal by the resurrection of Jesus from the 
dead. Permit me, Excellent Sirs, to urge this upon your atten- 
tion —thi it it is believer sonly thatcan be bene fitter d by the death 
burial, and resurrection of Jesus. 

After he rose from the dead, he assemhled his disciples to- 
gether and addressed them to this effeet—*t This is what I told 
you while I remained with you, that ali the things which are 
written concerning me in the Law of Moses, and in the Pro 
phets, and in the Psalms must be accomplished. ‘Thus it is 
written, and thus it behoved the Messiah to suffer, and to rise 

-from the dead the third day; and that Reformation, and the 
Remission of Sins, should be proclaimed, in his name, among 
all nations. beginning at Jerusalem.” 

The same in substance though different m phraseology, is 
recorded by others of the sacred writers. Thus Matthew tes- 
tifies, that Jesus said, “ All authority ts given to me in heaven 
and upon the earth; go disciple all the nations, baptizing them 
into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit; teaching them to observe all the things which I have 
commanded you” my Apostles, You will observe that the 
discipling all the nations does not — the converting them 
into National Churches ; for, in the prophecy on Mount Olivet, 
Jesus said that the gospe ol was to he nabtiahe d throughout all 
the (Roman) world, for the informasion of all (the) nations ” 
then comprising th: ite mpire ; and further, James terms the pro- 
elamation of oes, and the Remission of Sims to the 
circumcised Gentiles by Simon Peter, God’s first looking down 
on the Gentiles, to take from among them a people for his 

name. Acts 15, 14. 

Mark testifies, that Jesus said to the eleven Apostles, “ Go 
throughout all the world (then civilized,) proclaim the glad ti- 
dings to every creature. He who shall believe and be baptized, 
shall be saved (or have the Remission of Sins;) but he who 
shall not believe shall be condemned (or, shall not see life.) — 
These baptized persons, during the ministry of the Eleven 
were to be endowed with certain miraculous powers. “ As for 
the Eleven, “they went out proclaiming the tidings every where” 
which explains the going into all the world to every creature ; 
and it is said, that “ the Lord co-operated with them, and con- 
irmed their doctrine by the miracles with which it was accom- 
anied.” 

The Apostles having received authority from nave he remit 

nd retain sins in an appointed way, (John xx. 22, 23 ; Matt. 
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xvi. 19; x. 40,) and having been ordered to begin their work 
at Jerusalem, it behoves us, Excellent Sir, as m: — "3 aiter 
truth to accounpany thein thither, and to observe their proeeed- 
ings there ; for you must agree h ine, that their operations 
in the Holy Dey ave fen exact Reber or the commissiot 
hey understood it. 
Well then, having been endued with power from on hig 
fulfil their Lord’s commands, we find them in Acts u. address- 
ing a concourse of Israelites speaking all the languages ot ¢! 
Roman World. ‘These persons, it would seem, were well 
quainted with Jesus and the mizis y woes he pertormed. They 
were charged with having appreh od pa and by the hands 
of sinners (the Pagan Womans) eructiied and siain. But 

a lirmed, that God had raised. him Jrom the dea f, The pro 

ot this was deduced from the sixteenth psalm, whieh sh: 


ths } aT~ Vs te . “| > °F 1) rif saf m>TY y , ee 
that tue Messtan Was tO Tse afalhd Witaoul seelng rrupt 
and Peter dectared that Jesus whom they had pat tu death, | 
been raised again, of the truth of which the twelve then | 


them were appealed to as witnesses; thus by his resurrection 
identifying Jesus as the Messiah spoken of by David. Having 
testified to his resurrecuion, he announced the faet of his as- 
cension to heaven. In proof that the Messiah was to ascend, 
he again quotes from the psalms, and that Jesus was by As- 
cens.on made Lord as well as Messiah, he established to their 
thorough conviction, by dec la ring that the cloyen tongues they 
saw, and the m: wy languages t! ey heard, was the promise of 
the Spirit from the Father, shed forth upon them by the exalt- 
ed Jesus. 
Believing these things they were cut to the heart, and de- 
manded of the Apostles what they should do. Peter (whom 
Jesus had Seeley The Aposile to the Circumcision, Matt, 
xvi. 19: Gal, 11. 8,) announced to them, Repentanee and the 
Remission of Sins (Luke xxiv. 47) in the name of Jesus, in 
the following words—‘“ Repen (T, AND BE EACH OF YOU BAPTIZED 
IN THE NAME OF Jesus Curis’ ror rue Remission or Sins.— 
They therefore (of these belie vers) who received his word with 
readiness, were baptized: and there were added to them that 
very day about 3000 souls——And the Lord daily added (tous 
zozomenous ) to the congregation.” 
From these pane it appears, that Jesus is the Master 
Builder of the Church of God; thatin the days of the Apostles 
he built it up by the Holy Spirit through them, that the mate- 
rials for the building were men and women; Uiat these were 
converted into ‘‘ living stones ” by believing ‘the doctrine con- 
cerning the Messiah, ‘hamely, that he was to suffer for sin, to 
rise again the third day, and to ascend to the right hand of 
God ; and that Jesus was that same sufferer whose blood was 
shed for the remissicn of sins, and who rose again from the dead 
for the justification of believers : and by being baptized, 
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that is, by being buried in water with him by the burial int, 
the likeness of his death; and that these living stones—these 
baptized believers, were believers on testimony, and not c 
dulous from hear: say. The process by w hich these men and 
women were transformed into living stones for the spiritua’ 
temple appears to be this; things were proposed to their inte| 
lectual taculties concerning sin, righteousness, and ig a 
to come; these things were sustained by testimony, whic! 
when sufficiently strong, recommended their approval and i- 
ception to their moral sentiments: hence the things proposed 
de monstrate d, and a] pproved were believed by them ; because 
they believed ‘the y repented; their views and feelings wer 
changed, he nce, they proceeded forthwith lo put themselves 
under the government of Jesus by being immersed into his 
death for the remission of their sins. These baptized per 
being the subjects ol a perfect remission, were purified and p 
fected, and built upon the foundation of the Apostles and Pro- 
phets, Jesus Christ himselt being the foundation corner-stone, 
These persons were transformed into living stones every day, 
and had not to wait as in certain national churches till East 
or Whitsuntide belore they could be added tothe congregation 


— 


Men and women of this description when assembled tog 
ther in the name of the Lord, constituted a Church of Christ. 
When written to by Apostles they were addressed in such lai 
guage as this, “ to the congregation of God which 1s in Corinth 


sanctified by Christ Jesus, called saints”—‘“you are God’s field: 
you are God’s building ”—*“ you are the te emple of God, and the 
Spirit of God dwells among you ”—** the temple of God is hol| 
which temple youare.”—* You are all the sons of God, throug: 
the taith which is by Christ Jesus ”— As¢nany of youas hav 
been baptized into Christ have put on Christ ———And if you 
are Christ’s, certainly you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs ac 
cording to the promise.”—“ You who were dead on ace ‘ unt of 
tresspasses, and by the uncircumeision of your fiesh, he has 
made alive together with him, having forgiven, you all tress 
passes ;”—“ Jet us draw near with a true heart, in full assurance: 
of faith ; having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience. 
and your bodies washed with pure water, let us hold fast th: 
hope unmoved ; for he is faithful who has promised :’°— 
him who has loved us and washed us from our sins in his ow! 
blood, and has made us kings and priests to his God and Fa- 
ther ; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.’ 
“You also as living stones are built upa spiritual temple, 

a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices, most acceptabl 
to God, through Jesus Christ.” “You are an elect race, 2 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a purchased people ; that you 
should declare the perfections of him who has called you from 
darkness into his marvellous light.” 

From this you perceive that Christians are all the heritage, 
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lot, or clergy of God without distinction of Orders. Men and 
women, whether Jew or Gentile, bond or free, high or low, rich 
or poor, are all one in Christ Jesus. A poor Christian Man j is 
as noble and excellent in the sight of God as the Archbishop 
of Canterbury in the estimation of the Lady Patroness of the 
Church of England. Yes, and much nobler too; for the least 
in the Kingdom of Heaven is greater than he. But lL must 
conclude for the present, by subscribing myself, 
[x cellent Sirs, 
Y our’ 5 &e. 
Tue Eprror, 





THE MILLER AND THE HOLY OFFICE 
oR 
CANDOR TORMENTED BY ORTHODOXY. 

in the Religious Herald of the eleventh instant is a story, 
selected from the writings of one Hierom Bartolomeo Piazza, 
an Italian, who was himself one of the delegate judges of the 
eonrt of the Inquisition at Osimo; a part of it 1s so applicable 
to the present times quorum pars magna fui that | cannot re- 
frain from laying it in substance before my readers. 

Aceording to the maxims of the Inquisition, which will not 
allow of any expostulation, or endeavor to correct the error of 
a friend or relation previously to conveying intelligence of the 
matter to the Holy Office; a poor miller was ace cused by his 
own wite, under several different heads. Among these was a 
sentiment concerning the Immortality of the Soul ; for the said 
miller had been heard to say, J think all our pr eachers tell us 
so many great things about our souls, only to frighten us, 
for I have seen several persons dying, ‘who, after their last 
breath, left nothing behind them. 

The witnesses named by her, were examined, and related 
nearly the same which she had done ; but, being asked about 
the character of her husband, they declared that he was as far 
as they knew, a very honest man and a govd christian, and 
eminently religious, as they all agreed, by his having always 
showed a peculiar respect and consideration for the souls whieh 
were suffering in Purgatory, according to the Romish doctrine, 
as he often gave alms, in order to have masses celebrated for 
their relief. “They also all declared, without being asked about 
his wife, that she was very jealous of him, and by no means 
celebrated as an extraordinary good woman. 

The Miller being sent to prison, and examined, confessed, 
immediately, every thing of which he was accnsed. Now, it 
is worthy of remark here, that in all other Cou:ts, when a per- 
son has confessed the crimes laid to hts charge, nothing re- 
mnains but sentence and condemnation; but in “the Inquisition 
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that is not the case. In this court they wish to ascertain w! 
ther he really believes, what he has declared in confession, ; 


the rack is the means ordinarily employed for this purpose. 
T'he poor Milter, therefore, having plainly avowed every 

! next particularly examined about jiis 

re ths rack is applied. Havir 
they interrogat: 
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who. in his merciful providence, has 
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Infidelity upon the neck of Superstition and Priesterat is 


to the “ Liberty and Equality” of the New World, an 


ul mot to 
the amelioration of the disposition oi the clergy, that we are 
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indebted, under God, for the freedom, ecclesiastical and politr- 
eal, we enjoy. [f their “ Reverences ” be improved, it is to the 
World, and not to their religions, they owe acknowledgment. 
That they are less eruel and despotic, we aimit; but, as we 
have said, it is, ec necessitate rei, and not of their own free 
will. If they canuot now control the rac <3, and rods, and axes 
of the secular aru, they yet resort, thouga with pointless euer- 
gy, to misrepreseatation and slander, by Which they rack and 
torture, and would destroy the good name of all who unsheath 
the Spirit's sword--the Word of God—against their craft and 
superstiti: ns. Sut we are 2ncour aze | when we reflect, that 
others have suffered even death in defence of the very things 
we now contend for; under circumstances, when none cua or 
dare, however willing mike us afraid. We are upon the whole 
muca strengthened in mind, though somewhat impaired in 
health: aad God bein z our helper, we propose to continue the 
fight until means or life shall fail. Meanwhile we would dili 
gently strive to excel our antagonists in the superior temper of 
our trusty steel. For, while, they and their allies woula 
ecush us by the m ulizaity of the r assaults; we would over - 
eone their evil with aod. We have given proof, that we do 
not fear then on the most unpopular themes: we can assure 
them we owe them as m2n and citizens, uo ill-will, but freely 
forgive them, and all others, as we would that God should for 
give us from time to tims, all tresspasses, imaginary or real, 
which they may have p rpetrated against our well-being aad 
standing in society; thouz) they should even have treated us 
us deserving no better at their hands than the poor Miller at 
the instance of the Holy O.lice. 

E.prror. 
August 25th, 1837. 





“MATERIALISM CAMPBELLISM.” 


The article subjoined, appeared in the July number of The 
Harbinger under the foregoing caption. It is certainly a very 
curious, one and were it not for so ne allusions, citations, and 
misconcept;ons, which seem to be aimed at and to concern 
me, [ should assuredly have passed it over without a formal 
review. The style more especially concerns Mr. Kidwell. He 
can at his leisure criticise “ the tone, temper, aud manner” of 
the document, if he please. It is with the truth or error of the 
p.scaral aot with tasir p2culiar attire, that Lhave todo. The 
sagacity and penetration of th> reader will b> sufi: siently acute 
in appreciating their merit or denerits; we will leave then 
therefore to the exercise of an impartial and candid scrutiny ; 
always suggesting the propriety of ‘judging nothing before tie 
time.’ 


“Such is the designation of an article in the’Philomath F .- 
Mi 
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cyclopedia of January last, to which my attention was this day 
(June 13th) called for the first time by seeing posted betweey 
two hand’s, on the cover of the May number of said magazine 

“30> A. Campeecy aGain. £73” Mr. Kidwell, the Editor 
some years ago was extremely anxious to engage me in a con. 

troversy Wi ‘th himself on the subject of Universalism, This] 
declined, because of the coarseness and abusiveness of his style. 

and the vulgaris of his manner as a disputant with those why 
dissented from him. 

It is said that he has reformed sowewhat, end that he is x 
cognized and sustained by many Universalists in the West 
and that I have been unable to reply to him either on his Uni- 
versalism or Materialism. All this may be true. There ur 
many men who never can be confuted—very many that | ap 
unable to answer. lam, indeed, very easily vanquished when 
my opponent substitutes seu rrility and abuse for reason an 
sacred scripture, or when | see more conceit, superciliousness 
and dogmatism, than good sense or sound logic. The ger 
man himself on the subject of Materialism, alleges that my 
“ total silence ” as respects his beautiful philo sophic theory of 
an atmospheric soul, based on the true physiology of mi 

“ probably owing to a loss to find arguments to re ply.” 

I seen his piece before to day, this might have been true 
indeed, now that I have read it, 1 am at a loss for arguments ' 
reply. Tam not ‘ ‘physiologist enough ” for these learned Du 
tors of atmospheric spirits that fill the cavities of the human 
lungs. The discoveries of modern science are far in advance 
of my prosing genius. ‘They have discovered that man—the 
whole man, body, soul, and spirit—is but “ organized and an 
mated dust.” It is allege d that the knife of the anatomist and 
the theory of the physiologist, irradiated by phrenology, have 
actually found out that man has “four spirits ” instead of one; 
that the four gases, oxygen, hydrogen, nitrogen, and carbon, 
are the four “invisible spirits ” that make one “ living soul.” 
This soul has been discovered to resi¢e in the vesicles or small 
air tubes in the lungs: for, as Nature abhors a vacuum, th 
bronchial vessels must have been made for its residence: so 
that the human soul enters by the nose, descends the windpipe, 
and resides in all the vesicles of the lungs. The thinking }s 
indeed performed by the brain; for thought is but a “ secretion 
of the brain,” as bile is of the liver, or gastric juice of the st 
mach. These splendid discoveries were made some years since 
by the French physiologists; and Mr. Lawrence, so profound 
in phisiology and anatomy, has incontrovertibly prov ed that the 
marrow thinks, or to express it more learnedly in his own 
words, “medullary matter thinks.” The marrow in the leg, 
the marrow in the spine, and the marrow in the brain secrete 
different sorts of thoughts—spiritual, animal, sensual, &c. 

It is alleged that this felicitous discovery effectually ridg the 
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world of ghosts, and the universe of both hades and gehenna; 
for in this theory there is no spirit, no ghost, nor separate state ; 
no hell but the grave. This ts au effectual way of disproving 
infant baptism ; for infants dying are never raised to life again, 
nor are “ the heathen who have had no written law.” Hence 
a general resurrection and general judgment are metaphori- 
a nonsense; and from these chimeras the world is happily 
relieved. 

I do not know, however, that Mr. Kidwell goes quite so far; 
but other Materialists have in the present century gravely taught 
as corollaries from the new doctrine ot atmospheric souls, that 
all infants and all Pagans dying naturally, die eternally, and 
shall never be raised to life again ; so that a general “ resurrec- 
tion of the just and unjust,” and a judgment of the world, ora 
general judgment, are parts and parcels of the metaphysics of 
Scotch theology. 

The whole world, “Old World and New World,” is chal- 
lenged to disprove this theory—and the whole Bible is quoted 
to prove it.—Now that I should fear and tremble, and feel my » 
self unable to encounter such giants in physiology, anatomy, 
phrenology, and daimonology will appear plain as a self-evident 
proposition, from the slightest attention to the proof these gen- 
tlemen have to offer. 

Their first chapter consists of all those arguments drawn 
from our inability to see, hear, smell, taste, or feel an abstract 
spirit. And, of course, we are all stricken dumb. 

The second chapter contains all the Bible, not newly trans- 
lated, but newly interpreted: for example, it is said that when 
God made the body of man out of the dust, he gave him a soul, 
or made him “a living body ” by causing the wind to blow in 
his face. “‘ He breathed into his nostrils the breath of life :” i.e. 
“the vital air,” the atmosphere composed of two spirits, oxy- 
gen, and azote or nitrogen, and then he became a living soul, 
So that he received his “living soul” from the vital air ; or ra- 
ther, his spirit is so much of the vital air as he can at any one 
inspiration inhale- Thus was man made in the image of God! 
But were not all the other breathing animals inspired as well 
as man ? Did not God breathe into the nostrils of the goat and 
the swine a breath of lite, and make them living souls too!!! 
Here, then, I am fairly conquered—unable to reply, and shall 
have to succumb to Mr. Kidwell, and beg of him in his tender 
mercies to spare my life, and call upon some mightier spirit, 
some stronger wind, from the Old World or the New, to reason 
with him or his brother Materialists. 

I shall therefore crave his permission to continue the discus- 
sion of Universalism, as far as I ean, with his brother Mr. 
Skinner, and leave him to luxuriate in his splendid theories of 
souls, till he give up his oxygen and nitrogen ghost to the vi- 
tal air which gave it him. Should Mr. Kidwell lay this piece 
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kefere his readers, I will from that fact prove that he has one 
idea which his brain never did secrete : for might 1 not al 

even in his case, to prove, that looking at these printed words 
and being moved to reprint them on his pages, is an ideu 
which owes its existence to my secretions. So that his idea 

of republication will be a secretion of a secretion, an emanation 
from an ermmanation, possessing him by the eye rather than by 
the nose. But should he not be influenced to give these sin 

gular speculations upon his speculations to his readers, then his 
theory will stand triumphant ; for it will then be elcar as the 
sun that his soul is a pure compound of oxygen and nitrogen, 


with a very slight tincture or alloy of earbonic acid gas.—But 
they say love is blind, and that peculiar love w hich authors 
have for their own discoveries and inventions is the blindest o! 
all the blind affections; and therefore there are those who 
would rather prove themselves to be all animal, than to be found 
mistaken in any of their crude speculations.” 


A.C. 


REMARKS. 

“It is alleged that the four gases, oxygen, hydrogen, nitro. 
gen, and carbon, are the four “ invisible spir'ts ” that make ono 
“living soul.” ‘This soui has been discovered to reside in the 

vesicles or sinall air tubes in the lungs.” 

If this have reference to my views, I would observe, that it 
is a burlesque, and not a true statement of them. It makes me 
say, that a man resides in the vesicles of his own lungs! 
For I maintain that “an arimal body ” is a “ living soul ;” and 
this I] have affirmed on the authority of the Apostle Paul, who 
says there is an ANIMAL Bopy, and there is a spiritual body. 
For, thus it is written, the first man, Ad am, Was made a LivING 
sovi—the last Adam, a vivifying spirit.” Here he makes 
“animal body ” and “ living soul” synonymous, which mus? 
be apparent to the most pre judic ed. 

As to the “ invisible spirits,” or, to speak chemically, “ the 
gases ”—-this is the substance ; the elementary prin ciples of the 
Animal Kingdom are resolved by experimentalists into oxygen, 
hydrogen, nitrogen, and carbon. These therefore, are the ul 
timate constituents into which men and animals are resolved 
when they return to the dust from which they were originally) 
produced. As these when combined and solidified, and formed 
under the plastic hand of the Creator, constitute Animal Men, 
inasmuch as Animal Men are Living Souls, they are the ult- 
mate constituents of J.iving Souls, in the sense of Genesis 2, 
7. The pneuma, or breath of life, inspired by these souls 1 
ae composed of the “ invisible spirits ” enumerated by brother 

, but of the constituents of the “breath of God,” as the scrip: 
a term the atmosphere. Job says “the breath of the Al- 
mighty hath given me life:” and in another place, “by the 
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breath of God (the air) frost is given:” hence the “breath of 
the Almighty,” is “ the breath of life,” and the breath of life is 
“the breath of God ” or frost generating-air. 

The residence of a Living Soul varies according to circum- 
stances ; but assuredly it resides not where brother C., has put 
it; in the vesicles of its own lungs. 

“ The thinking i3 indeed performed by the brain ; for thought 
is but a “ secretion of the brain,” as bile is of the liver, or gas- 
tric juice of the stomach.” 

Here again ou meaning is misconstrued. Our positions are 
these. ‘I'he Animal Man is a whole made up ot many parts 
or organs ; such as the brain, the heart, the lungs, the jiver, the 
stomach, the senses, and so forth. Each organ has its own pe- 
culiar function or office ; thus it is the function of the tive senses 
to see, to hear, to feel, to taste, and to smell; of the stomach 
to chymify the food, of the liver to secrete bile, of the lungs to 
arterialize the blood, of the heart to circulate it, of the brain to 
perceive, reflect, &c. That “mind” is composed of the mani- 
festations which result from the operation of the brain upon 
ideas derived from the external world, through the senses. 
Thus “ man is ignorant of every taing antecedent to observa- 
tion.” In order to the extstence of ‘‘ mind” in an individual, 
he must have the exercise of his senses, and something for 
these organs to act upon. In other words t:e order of mental 
manifestation is this—first, the external world ; secondly, sen- 
ses to discern it; thirdly, a brain to receive the impressions 
they transmit; fourthly, it must perceive them: fiythly, it 
must conspare them, reflect upon them, &c; and szzthly, it 
must manitest its conclusions by overt acts, before its owner 
can be said to have mind or not.—This is what we mean by 
the figurative expression, that thought is a secretion of the 
brain. As it is the function of the liver to secrete bile, so it is 
the function of the brain to produce thought; and never has 
such a phenomenon been seen of men a3 a Brainless Thinker. 

“The marrow thinks. The marrow ia the leg, the mar- 
row in the spine, and the marrow in the brain secrete different 
sorts of thought—spiritual, animal, sensual, &c.” 

One would scarcely have expected so trifling a sally from 
such a source. But we live to learn. 

“Other Materialists have in the present century gravely 
taught as corollaries from the new doctrine of atmospheric souls 
that a general “ resurrection of the just and unjust,” and a 
judgment of the world, or a general judgment, are parts and 
parcels of the metaphysics of” Scotch theology.” 

When Paul stood before Felix he said that he expected “a 
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and of the unjust ;”— 
but said nothring about a “ general resurrection” in the sense of 
the above passage. I believe with Paul, “all things which are 
Written - the law, and in the prophets,” and I would add ia 
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the Apostles, but I cannot receive brother C’s interpretation 

until he supplies us With more scripture testimony and fewe- 
appeals to the passions or prejudices of the vulgar. His view; 
of truth will never do, and cannot possibly be received for th 
truth itself. He must therefore condescend to reason with y: 
as witl rational, though juvenile, men. For if wrong, we ée 
sire to be enlightened, and not scoffed at; for if our souls be thy 
“immortal souls” of Metaphysicians, which Theologians say 
are too precious to be valued, we pray him, to make an inte 
lectual effort to open the eyes of our understandings and tore: 
cue them from these material errors into which, it is alleged 

we have so lamentably fallen. Permit us to say, that such pas 
sages as the following will tend rather to perpetuate than un 
shackle our bonds.— 

“It is said, that when God 1nade the body of man out of th 
dust, he gave yhim a soul, or made him “a living body ” by caus 
ing the wind to blow in his face. “He breathed into his 1: 
trils the breath of life,” i. e. “the vital air,” the atmosphere 

eomposed of two spirits, aicaiiien and azote or nitrogen, ani 
then he became a living soul. So that he received his “ living 
soul from the vital air; or rather his spirit is so much of the 
vital air as he can at any one inspiration inhale. Thus wa: 
man made in the image of God !” 

This passage is full of sophistry. “ He gave him a soul.” 


3y this phrase, Metaphysical Theologians mean that a sou 
previously existing was infused into the first man. We hay 
used no such unscriptural phrase. Man was a creature belor 
he breathed ; he became an Animal or living creature, not by 
God “giving him a soul” in the clerical sense, but | by “breath 
ing into his nostrils the breath of life,” which brother Camp! bel 
styles in a singularly grave and characteristic manner,—‘“caus 


ing the wind to blow in his face.” An Animal, a living crea 


ture, a living soul, are all synonymous, as we shall show fion 
scripture most abundantly at a more convenient season. 

Never have we said, nor has it ever entered into our heads 
to conceive, that the resemblance between man and the imag. 
and likeness of God consisted in the manner of his formation 
or in the way which his animal life 1s sustained. I believ 
that the resemblance between man and the image of God con- 
sists in his having been created a spotless being possessed of 
ee ee and moral faculties, by which he is capable of 

igh degrees of knowledge aud happiness. Waving created 
in, he inspired him with ‘speech and faowledge of much good. 
Iiow he inspired him, is not said ; nor is it essential to the mat- 
ter in hand. 

“Did not God breathe ‘nto the nostrils of the goatand swine 
a breath of life, and make them living souls too T!! Here then 
J am fairly conquered—unable to reply. a 

Is there argument in this; or is it an exclamation for effect! 
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{f brother C. cannot answer, Moses will. Gen. i. v.24. Let 
the earth bring forth the living creature ; in Hebrew, the living 
soul:—verse 30, to every thing that creepeth on the earth, 
wherein. there is life, in Hebrew, wherein there is soul. But 
more of this hereafter. 

It may be asked, wherein consists the difference between 
Man and the inferior animals?—Metaphysicians, Theologi- 
ans, and Spiritualists, orrather Mystics of every denomination, 
have been much puzzled to answer this question. They have 
been accustomed to cut the knot instead of untying it. They 
are quite at a loss to tell us “ where reason begins and instinct 
ends ;” nor have they yet satisfactorily defined what constitutes 
the difference between reason and instinct, Phrenology, I con- 
eeive, has thrown the true light upon the matter. Itshows that 
Man and the Inferior Animals have certain “ Feelings ” and 
‘Sentiments ” in common ; but that Man hasalso Sentiments 
and Faculties which they have not. Now the difference—what 
1 would term, the organic difference—between them consists 
in the cerebral organs which Man has and they have not. These 
organs then being peculiar to Man, he is capable of manifesta- 
tions, and he has capacity far a destiny on terms which they 
are physically unqualified to observe. For instance there is no 
Veneration, Conscientiousness, or Hope in the lower animals; 
they are destitute of faculties for the development of these sen- 
timents ; hence it would be useless to propose an object of ado- 
ration, the hope of a reward, &c. to them. It would be like hold 
ing a light to the eyes of the blind. No impressions would be 
made, because they have no capacities to receive them. But 
man is not so. He can adore, he can hope, &c. Hence he is 
a being capable of worship, and capable of being operated upon 
by inducements of various kinds. 

By republishing the article from The’ Harbinger we have 
proved, at least, in our own case, “that our love is not blind;’ 
and that we are not under the influence of that “ peculiar love 
which is the blindest of all blind affections.” We have reprint- 
ed our brother’s remarks, under the conviction, that if they are 
true they can do no harm, as wuth must ultimately work for the 
good of us all. If they are erroneous, men of discernment will 
easily detect their sealbiae , though some may be misled. We 
conclude, however, that ihaiier right or wrong, it may be gra- 
tifying to those of our readers who may not see The Harbin- 
ger, to peruse the pro et con, and the modus in quo of the points 
at issue as set forth. 
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Epiror. 












PROTESTANTISM. 
I regret, that in justice to myself, I am again compelled to 
offer a few strictures on another article in the Millennial Har- 


binger for July. I would much rather speak approvingly of 
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iscother Campbell’s efforts than otherwise. Even his pecuij- 
arity of style should be no obstacle to my rendering to him 
whatever is justly due. He will find me ever ready to be the 
humble echo of his sentiments, provided only they be founded 
upon, and sustained by the truth. This is the friend we are 
bound to honor above all others—Amicus Socrates, Amicus 
Plato, Amicus Campbell, Amict Omnes, sed magis Amica 
Veritas, which being translated, signifies, Friend Socrates, 
Friend Plato, Friend Campbell, Friends All, but rather 
Frienp Trou. 

“1 am censured, reproved, and admonished,” says he, “by a 
very sagacious geatleman in the east of this commenwealth, 
whose * candid opinions” are not to be questioned, for having 
so far apostatized from him and myself, as to undertake to de- 
fend Protestantism. With him Protestantism -s clearly and 
infallibly one of the Horns of the Beast. Not having read the 
discussion, the gentleman of course, volunteers his censures in 
anticipation of public opinion, in order to strengthen his oppo- 
sition to me on other grounds more obnoxious than even Pro- 
testantism. 

‘‘ But that he, or any one laboring under the same distemrer 
may understand something of Protestantism, as it has been de- 
fended by me, I shall give a mere sample of the principles as 
camieieel centuries ago.” —T he list can be consulted at leisure 
on p. 306, of the Mill. Harb. 

‘J would only add, that in my latitude Protestantism is not 
identified with Episcopalianism, Presbyterianism, Methodism, 
Congregationalism, nor Baptistism; but every thing in each 
and every one of these opposcd to Romanism.” 

Such, then, is the definition of Brother Campbell’s Protest- 
antism. It certainly is an Ism of great latitude. If “the gen- 
tleman,” as he facetiously terms me, mistook the kind of Pro- 
testantism, of which he announced himself “ the defendant,” 
Brother C., is certainly alone to blame: for assuredly, after his 
declaration to Mr. Hammond, every reader would ccnclude, 
that by Protestantism, he meant what is commonly understood 
by that term—“ I have,” says he, “for many years been seek- 
ing to uuite all Protestant Christians in one great bond of union 
as Catholic as Protestant Christendom.”— Here are “ Protest- 
ant Christians ” and “ Protestant Christendom,” which certain- 
ly, one would think, constitute the soul and body of Protestant- 
ism.—Brother Campbell, if 1 mistake not, is indignant, at the 
idea of “ Protestant Christians ” not being saved as such: if 
they are salvable, it must be by Protestant Institutions, whieh, 
[ presume, make up Protestantism in the common and received 
acceptation-of the word. This embraces all the Isms, and more 
besides, enumerated by Brother Campbell; which, as he very 
well knows, is “as Catholie as Protestant Christendom.” 

I was surprised, that he should stand up as the defendant of 
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wich an [sm ; and am rejoiced to find that he rejects the iden- 
rity of his Protestantism with that of the Protestantism of 
Christendom which itclaims as peculiarly itsown. I cannot but 
remark that it would be well ifhe would be more precise in his use 
ofterms. It would prevent a misinterpretation of his sentiments. 
jt appears to me, that the only tenable ground in opposition to 
Protestantism and Romanism is the Christian Religion. Had he 
proclasmed himself the defendant of Christianity instead of 
Protestantism, there would have been no danger of his being 
misunderstood. 

With me, the Protestantism of ‘‘ Protestant Christendom ” 
is indeed one of the Horns of the Beast. I cannot say, that 
the Protestantism of brother Campbell is a Horn of any thing. 
| can compare it only to a g>ost; for 1 know of no sect belong- 
ing to “* Protestant Christendom ” that holds a system which in 
theory or practice or both, is not more or less embued with the 
dogmas of the Church of Rome. Even his third principle re- 
cognizes a distinction of laity and clergy, which is entirely po- 
pish. His eleventh justifies me in styling Protestantism a Horn 
of the Beast ; for it says, ‘‘ so many orders of the clergy so many 
marks of the Beast.” And surely, it cannot be denied that 
Protestantism as well as Romanism abounds in these bestial 
indications. 

As it seems to me Brether Campbell is at variance with his 
own Protestantism, for his fifth principle says “ Purgatory 1s 
the invention of man; they who believe go into eternal life ; 
they who believe not imto eternal damnation.” But he has 
states of being between the now and the future life and the fu- 
ture damnation ; so that his fifth ought to read—‘ they who be- 
lieve go to an intermediate heaven of temporal felicity and re- 
turn to earth that they may be united to bodies to be judged, 
and so passed into eternal life; and they who believe not go 
to an intermediate hell (purgatory one would think) of tempo- 
ral punishment, and return to earth, that they may be united 
to bodies and judged, and so passed into eternal damnation.’— 
These appear to me inconsistencies of so great a magnitude, 
as to nullify “ the truth as it is in Jesus:” they may be consis- 
tent with Brother Campbell’s views of Protestantism ; but they 
are certainly at variance with the doctrine of Christ. 

I am said to be Jaboring under “a distemper.” This I do not 
exactly understand: for, in the beginning of the article, Brother 
C. terms me, “a very sagacious gentleman.” Well, well, be 
itso, Brother C. says I am a gentleman, therefore it must be 
so. Let no one after this say that | am not a gentleman. But 
he says, ] am “avery sagacious” ove. Perhaps this is my 
“distemper.” Quick of thought, quick at making discoveries, 
quick of scent; for these are the significations of sagacious.— 
But am J to blame for this. I am indebted to Brother Camp- 
bell for some of my sagacity alias distemper. I imbibed some 
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of the infection from his writings, which insist upon our learp 
ing the truth from the writings oi Prophets and Apostles, &- 
l am doing so with all my mighi, according to the humble abil. 
ity bestowed upon me. The truth makes a man both sagacious 
and agentleinan. Some call my distemper a mania; others 
his “balderdash.” Good! “Blessed are ye, when men shal! 
revile you, and on my account, accuse you falsely of every evi 
thing.” —“ He hath a devil, and is mad, why hear ye him ?”~— 
“If they have called the master of the hou-e Beelzebub, how 
much more hisservants ?”—Y ea, | ai content to bear all with. 
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mg attentive. It is the judgment vu! 
it, that the debate will do good: and 
ed nothing at our hands. It is our ovi 
tarianism has received a blow in the ce 
from which it will not speedily recove Ve believe that it 
cannot be extended ; nor do we think that Picsbyterianism and 
its Allies can maintain their ground. VVv« have assurances 
from manv hearers, that numerous prejocices have been re- 
moved, and that the sufficiency of the Scriptures to make wise 
to eternal salvation has been amply susiained, 

Among the subjects treated of were the demerits of Presby- 
terianism ; the ability or inability of men to obey God; the 
work of the Holy Spirit; the Platonic doctrine of an immortal 
soul ; the Fall of Man; the Conditionality of Eternal Life ;— 
Phrenology the true philosophy of Mind, &e. 

We have been requested to publish the debate by several bre- 
thren and friends who were present. To this we have ac- 
ceded provided sufficient subscribers be obtained to defray the 
expense. We committed the substance of cur opponents speech- 
es to writing ; but that he might heve no cause of complaint, 
we furwarded to him the proposition contained in the following 
note :— 


“Mr. Thomas’:compliments to Mr. Watt, and will thank 
him to forward the manuscript of his speeches to him through 
Mr. Watts of Wattsborough, who will convey them to Mr. T. 
when they mcet on the Saturday before the fourth Sunday of 
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sis month. If Mr. W. decline, Mr. T. will then feel himself 
at liberty to proceed with the publication of the debate, giving 
the substance of Mr. \W’s speeches.” 

August 7th, 1837. 

We extract the following from a letter just come to hand 
from a much esteemed correspondent in the South, in relation 
te some of the topics before mentioned :—“ ] now beg that you 
collect and collate all your defence on this subject, as “materials 
for your next Extra. It is desired by more than myself. 1 will 
take 50 additional copies. Do comply. Let us show the world 
that we are not to be abashed on any ecclesiastical dogma when 
God speaks for us.” 

In reply to this, we would say, that the Debate which we are 
now proposing to publish, will contain the pith and marrow of 
the whole matter. 

To the debate will be annexed, the address delivered on the 
Lord’s Day immediately after the discussion. The entire vo- 
lume will not exceed One Doilar. The tollowing gentiemen 
are respectfully requested to receive the names of responsibie 
subscribers in their immediate circles. Mr. J. Ragsdale, Mr. 
J. Boswell, Col. Richardson; Brethren Stone, Lester, and 
Watts. They can give in their lists to Mr. Gil W. Waits of 
Wattsborough, who “will forward them to me. Our agents and 
friends generally, will perhaps act for us in this particular for 
the accommodation of our readers at large. 

As less than five dollars cannot be transmitted by mail, five 
copies at least should be the subject of one order. Postage at 
the expense of the subscriber. 





EpIror. 





“ The Apostolical Fathers.” 


The Church of England Reformation Society thus speaks 
of these pillars of the Apostacy.—“ Every one must deplore 
that at this day, when the Bible was so extensively circulated 
and known, t ere should still be a tendency to desert The 
Word of God for the words of men. Under these circumstan- 
ces the value of rirsy PRINCIPLES became of the most vital im- 
portance against error in the Christian world. This society 
in the object which it sought, had thrown the Fathers over- 
board. There was not a Roman Catholic error in condemna- 
tion of which many passages from the Fathers could not be 
produced, and also in support of which an equal namber of 
— "could not be cited from them. Therefvre, if they blew 

ot and cold, and continued a mixture of light and darkness, 
how could the society be censured, if it refused to desert the 
word of God and substitute in its place the authority of the 
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@ veie? ..ueed one half of the works of the i, 
e?e open to dispute. Basil was one of the most distincuis), 
of the fathers, and yet there was great doubt whether many , 
the works that went under his name were written by him. 4 
condemn the doctrine of persecution. Now, in referenc, 
the decreta!s of Gratian, as set forth under the authority 
Gregory XIII, persecution of heretics was recommended uw 
several heads. Indeed under no less than 16 of these heag 
the persecution of heretics is sanctioned ; and the chief au 
rity produced for this is, St. Augustine, Jerome, Cyprian, L 
the Gr-at, and Isidore. Thare could not therefore, | 
member of the Reformation Society who would not say thy 
they had done right in giving up the fathers.” 


TO CORRESPONDENTS AND READERS 

Several letters have been received and shall appear in ord: 
as we can find room. 

Certain queries are under consideration and shall be answe: 
ed as opportunity offers. 

The query put through Brother P. B. P. is suspected by many 
brethren to whom we have submitted it to be a gin to entrap 
us in our words. We do not believe that he is wilfully acces 
sory to the fact: we have higher thoughts of his attributes tha 
to charge this upon him; yet, such is the false-hearteJnes: 
the times in which we live, that we do not think it at all un 
likely. We hope that this view of the matter is entirely er: 
neous. ‘The query shall nevertheless be fairly met in due time 
come what will 

The Advocate is not issued as early as we could wish. It is 
not our private affairs which cause this delay. We have devo. 
ted ourselves for life, at least as long as we posses health and 
means, to the dissemina.ion of what we believe the Scriptures 
teach. We consider this the business of our life; our domes 
tie affairs merely subordinate to it. Absence from home on the 
things of the Kingdom and a fracture of the rod by which the 
platen or impression plate of our press is suspended, are the 
cause of the late issue of our paper. Another cause of its late 
arrival at its destination is owing to the irregularity and tar 
diness of the mails. The Advocate lays about a fortnight in 
the post office here before it can geta thir start on its journey 


outwards. Ours being only a one horse mail, it requires seve: 
ral ladings before its monthly editions can get into their seve- 
ral routes. 

Letters from divers esteemed correspondents have not beer 
replied to, owing to want of time from the pressure of other 
matters which cannot be set aside. 


Eprtor. 





